io6           The Vedanta Philosophy.

that the  opposite quality (sinfulness) would be
ascribed to him by mistake.

'And as to there being no qualified person (for
studying the Veddnta), or the very evidence of
the senses being against us, that again is wrong.
For before the enlightenment takes place, we
fully admit the temporal character of the Self,
and the evidence of the senses has reference to
that character only, while the passage, " If the
Self only were all this, how would he see any-
thing ?" shows that as soon as enlightenment
takes place, the action of the senses comes to
an end. The objection that on the ceasing of
sensuous perception the Scripture also would
cease, is nothing; nay we ourselves approve of it,
because, according to the passage beginning with
" Then the father is no father," and ending with
"Then the Vedas are no Vedas," we ourselves
admit that with enlightenment Scripture ceases.
And if you ask, " Who is not enlightened ? " we
say, "You yourself who can ask such a question?
And if you say, " But am I not by the very
Scripture declared to be the Lord ? " we reply,
" Yes, you are, but if you are enlightened so far,